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Canada Prompt Payment Bill- Second Reading 

On the Order: 

Resuming debate on the motion of the Honourable Senator Plett, seconded by the Honourable Senator 
Martin, for the second reading of Bill S-224, An Act respecting payments made under construction 
contracts. 

Hon. Pierrette Ringuette: Honourable senators, I am pleased to speak this evening to Bill S-224, 
introduced by Senator Plett. I would like to quickly and, I hope, effectively speak to you about what I 
have learned about this matter over the past few years. 

A group of contractors met with me a few years ago to explain their situation and I support what they 
are trying to achieve. 

I would like to point out something rather ironic. At the end of the 2015 parliamentary session, Senator 
Plett initiated an inquiry on this subject in this chamber. When he gave his speech, I asked him why he 
initiated an inquiry rather than introducing a bill, given the urgency of the matter. He responded that 
the bureaucracy opposed the bill. 

Knowing Senator Plett and his close relationship with the former government, I do not believe that it 
was the bureaucracy that wanted nothing to do with this bill, but rather the previous government. 

I therefore continued to work with the group. I also had a number of conversations with former Ontario 
minister, the Honourable Madeleine Meilleur, regarding this issue. 

Given the future and the major infrastructure investments that are planned in partnership with the 
provincial governments, I think it is important, from the outset, that the federal and provincial 
governments work together, particularly with regard to payments to entrepreneurs. There has to be a 
standard. Federal legislation and whatever laws the provinces may pass in the future must be 
consistent. 

As our discussions came to a close, former Minister Meilleur and I determined that this issue fell under 
her jurisdiction. She then brought in an expert to examine the issue. I have with me, this evening, a copy 
of the report entitled Striking the Balance: Expert Review of Ontario's Construction Lien Act, which was 
tabled in the Ontario legislature in April. It is a very exhaustive study. The members of the committee 
who will be called upon to examine this bill should study it carefully. 

Bruce Reynolds produced this report together with Sharon Vogel. They considered the situation not only 
in Ontario and within the federal government, but also elsewhere in the world. By way of conclusion, 
they recommended that Ontario pass a bill that is similar to the one before us. 

(2030) 



ALBERTA 

Trade Contractors Coalition 
 
 

#204, 2725 12 St NE, Calgary, AB T2E 7J2  Phone 403 250 7237 

Furthermore, the Government of Ontario recommended the following, although I will continue in 
English. 

Bill S-224, the prompt payment act, is only half of the process recommended in the Ontario Construction 
Lien Act Review. It replicates the selection of mutually agreed-upon adjudicators, but it does not have 
the pool of adjudicators maintained by the government, and because we are talking about promptness 
of payment, this recognition of a pool of adjudicators within a prompt system is really required. 

Therefore, when the committee reviews this bill, taking into consideration what will be approved in 
Ontario and what has been recommended and studied by experts, it is very important that we 
synchronize our legislation. 

If I am not a member of that committee, I am telling you in advance that I will propose an amendment at 
third reading so that what is federal legislation does not have a lower standard or a lower promptness of 
payment than what we will have in Ontario and hopefully what we will see in all the other provinces. 

I hope my comments tonight are constructive in the thinking and the study that will be done on this bill. 

I would also like to tell you that I am the senator who during the summer of 2015 had this bill translated 
into French because it was only in English. I told the organization that we are a bilingual Senate and that 
therefore this considerable piece of legislation had to be tabled in both official languages. 

That being said, I hope my comments will give guidance to the committee. If the committee, in the end, 
does not find it appropriate to agree with the comments I have made, I say again that I intend to move 
an amendment at third reading to ensure that the federal legislation meets a prompt standard in regard 
to the processes that are within. Thank you very much. 

[Translation] Hon. Claudette Tardif (The Hon. the Acting Speaker): Are honourable senators ready for 
the question? 

Hon. Senators: Question! 

The Hon. the Acting Speaker: Is it your pleasure, honourable senators, to adopt the motion? 

Hon. Senators: Agreed. 

(Motion agreed to and bill read second time.) 

Referred to Committee 

The Hon. the Acting Speaker: Honourable senators, when shall this bill be read the third time? 

(On motion of Senator Martin, bill referred to the Standing Senate Committee on Banking, Trade and 
Commerce.) 


